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Celebrating Christmas, the Filipino way
ISV VI (FEssEen)

The Philippines being one of the largest Catholic
countries in the world is probably observing
Christmas much more than any other countries in
Asia. The

Philippines is firmly under the influence of its

celebration of Christmas in the
colonizers. Christmas was brought by the spread of
Christianity when Spain colonized the country for
three centuries. Similarly, the westernization of the
country under the United States of America for
fifty years strongly influenced many cultures
including Christmas.

So how do Filipinos observe Christmas?

The most extended Christmas Season: Do you
know that when the month of September arrives,
Filipinos are already preparing to celebrate
Christmas festivities? The month of September is
the beginning of what Filipinos call the “Ber
Months” -September, October, November, and
finally December! From September, people start
playing

Christmas songs. These are highly observed in

displaying Christmas decorations and
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public places such as

shopping malls, restaurants

and “local carenderias,” su-
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permarkets and public LN

are playing their favorite Christmas tunes at this
time, too! The Filipinos well known local public
transportations like—jeepneys, tricycles, and tri-
sikads—are richly adorned with Christmas embel—
lishments. These vehicles even compete by playing
Christmas songs louder to attract passengers. The
Christmas celebrations for Filipinos continue until
January 6-The Day of Epiphany or Three Kings
Day. In most instances, Filipino families would
store their Christmas decorations after this day.
Going to church: For most Filipinos who are
born again Christians, celebrating the birth of
Jesus Christ is the main spirit of Christmas. The
churches are busier than ever of Christmas
Christians are also

cantatas. Most  Filipino

Catholics, so the tradition of ”“Simbang Gabi” or
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“"Misa de Gallo” is highly practiced. Many Filipinos
go to church at dawn for nine consecutive days. It
starts on December 16th at 4:00 a.m. and ends on
December 24th at 10:00 pm. People are excited
about this tradition because they can treat
themselves to traditional delicacies like “Bibingka,
Suman, Suman Latik, Ibos, Puto, Sundol” and many
more. Local vendors are waiting outside the
church for churchgoers, and the locals are looking
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forward to this season to enjoy these traditional
delicacies. As for the sellers, it is the season to
seize to earn extra income to celebrate an
abundant Christmas with their families.

Christmas decorations, Christmas carols, and
food: Other than the Christmas Tree and all its
frills, one of the most adorable traditional decora—
tions is the Christmas lantern called “Parol.”
@Goooono)
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(30000000) Christmas “Parols” are open their hearts to share and give with love

beautiful five—point star lanterns that adorn all during Christmas, so they sing carols from house

houses of either rich or poor to spread the to house armed with tin cans as accompaniments.

Christmas spirits. Christmas in the Philippines is In return, they collect coins and learn the value of

never the same without a Parol! sharing. Filipinos are crazy about Christmas, so
In the Philippines, children love to sing expect much food.

Christmas carols, too. Children know that people
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